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Art. XI. On Duspspsia^ ot Indi&cstion n.. v p 
lessor of the Tlieory and Practice of Med!^’ C ! IA ™ AN '’ M.D., Pro- 
Pennsylvania. 7 Ce ° f Medlcine m the University of 

To the refinements of civilization we „ • , ... 
valent and troublesome affection which has ,e c ?Ji , " debled for ‘he pre- 
scarcely to belong to the savage or btSarons ZZl r '" S V Ue - II see ™ 
seldom occurs among the lower or labouring n ^i' 10 ’!-’ and comparatively 
and sober dispositions. nS peo P le of activ e occupations 

if:? pi5.°s^; h r; , zJ n .: l, ‘ ««« 

moJes of living, so arc the exposures to it tvScned or ln our 

Xo more, probably, that :-i the hrm» , or multiplied. 

digestion, were it not for a„ ‘artificial scheme o"f Hfe"“V?- '‘T viliated 
state of society, so pervading is it. that no aee sex or ™L -‘ He P , r . esent 
entirely escapes. Children occasionally have it L k ’ ° r C ,° llduion ’ 
exempt from it,—we see it as much in women nl’~ ann V a ! ed not 
lion of the studious, and has become the nnnoZnrJ 13 the afllic - 
man, artificer and manufacturer, though it J n ° f f le sede ntary trades 
of fashion, the indolent volupISj!3the Z° ss “"'I" 0 ^ 
Dyspepsia, strictly defined, means difficult h 3 , uaI ' sl or deba “chee. 
t.on. lint the function suffering varfousfv a ’w e H ’in", d,sorder ^ 11 d iges- 
mle applied to its derangements may notain-iv I de ® ree 23 ki[ >d, the 
several modifications. 7 n °‘ a ‘ Wa > s ad equately express their 

On this account writers have substituted other nnn=n 
ever, are equally vague and indefinite such as the P « P l ° n3 ’ Whlch ’ how - 
choly, hypochondriasis, biliary deragm,, &c t"' V ?P°? rs ' 
have we erred in this instance, by a comem 11; i,,deed ' 

that as an incident to the stomach exclusively f ““ effect onI y> a nd 

Digestion is a series of operations of a very__ 

portion of which being out of order the funeiin £ 6X a PP aralus > an y one 
less degree deranged;£a„d i, £^This TeJZlTnll?™^ ° r 
the vitiation of product, which is really th e E „fL“ achl . ne O'r a nd not 
might the morbid discharges in any of the nmfl of re P arall ° n - As well 
essential disease, as here the ilpL, P r ? fluvia ba held to be the 
Equally in each case are these the result^ oP food be s ° deemed. 

ma^Sr^ ba R 

in comply- 

logical views, which are only attainable n of “P? J ust P a ‘ho- 
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It is obvious that to present a full exposition of the subject, it were 
required to treat of indigestion as it exists in, or is dependent on each and 
every part of the alimentary canal, and of the subsidiary or collalitious 
organs. Nearly as much of the process goes on in the upper and lower 
bowels as in the stomach itself, not to mention the indispensable contribu¬ 
tion it receives from the liver, pancreas, the lacteals, or its final consum¬ 
mation in the lungs by the conversion of chyle into blood. Diverse, too 
are the conditions of these several portions of the digestive apparatus when 
the function is disordered, each of which should be no less indicated to 
complete the exhibition. 

The execution, however, of such an undertaking in detail as is imposed 
by so extensive a view, not now proposing, I shall apply myself chietlv 
to the more ordinary forms of the affection, as well in regard to thei'r 
position as nature. D 

Commencing with those of the stomach, some attention will hereafter, 
when coming to the consideration of the diseases of other organs engaged 
in digestion, be appropriated to their share in influencing the dyspeptic 
condition. 

Dyspepsia may be either acute or chronic. It is often suddenly induced 
by an offended stomach, and mostly passes away without attracting any 
regard, though in children especially, by permitting repetitions of attack, 
from continued indulgences, it sometimes becomes speedily rivetted and 
confirmed. The affection, however, of adult or more advanced life, such 
as this term is conventionally restricted to, is of gradual formation, creep¬ 
ing on for a season so slowly, in some instances, as scarcely to be recog¬ 
nised, or at least to excite any serious complaints. 

Symptoms .—Both in the mode of its approach, and rapidity of deve¬ 
lopment does it differ. But on an average, I think it is distinguished in 
the commencement by a sort of general malaise, or indefinite wretched¬ 
ness, attended by a sense of oppression after eating, at the epigastrium, 
sour eructations, sometimes vomiting, loss of animation and inclination to 
exertion, mental or corporeal, with a feeble, accelerated circulation, low¬ 
ness of temperature of the cutaneous surface, and which is somewhat pale 
and dry. 1 

This state may last for a considerable period without any material de¬ 
triment^ to health, though each meal shall reproduce the same sort of dis¬ 
tress. The case being more evolved, there are gnawing sensations in the 
stomach, especially when it is empty, or a sense of sinking, with slight 
constriction of the throat,—the tongue soft, flabby, flat, and slightly cover¬ 
ed by a whitish or brownish fur,—the bowels constipated, the breath foul, 
the secretions defective, and increased languor and listlessness of mind and 
body are alike manifested. Chilliness, greater palor, and reduction of the 
pulse, immediately after eating, take place, soon followed by headache or 
heaviness and somnolency, which when indulged, the sleep is disturbed, 
and so far from refreshing, the individual wakes up still more uncomfort¬ 
able, or even very miserable. The appetite is not always the same, or 
the powers of digestion equally affected. Each is ordinarily much im¬ 
paired—but the former is sometimes invigorated or craving, and the latter, 
though lingering, ultimately pretty well performed, judging from the aspect 
of the stools, which, with the exception of a want of bile, may be natural, 
and certainly without any mixture of unwrought alimentary substances. 

In other instances, however, the appetite is nearly gone or becomes ex- 
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ceedmgly d epray e( ], soliciting even the most outre or improper articles, as 
cnolk, dirt, pickles or acescent unripe fruits, &c. 

Continuing for any length of time, anti occasionally from the verv be- 
ginning, the disease implicates more conspicuously the mind, producing 
great fretfulness of temper, turbidness and confusion of ideas, o? extreme 
dejection of spirits, amounting even to inveterate hypochondriasm. To 
such an extent, indeed, may the intellectual faculties be affected, that the 
° f 116 perS ,° n 13 UUerl >' destroyed, complaining perpetually of 
inability to manage the most ordinary concerns. “ He,” says an old 

smma r c ^! ,ey Th ) : “ Wh ° W0U , M haVC \ c,ear ,,ead - must have a sound 
stomach. The connection between these organs and their reciprocal 

heahhand’disease! ’ *" Cerlai " ly C ‘° Se ’ “ “ exem P lified both in 
As dyspepsia advances farther, new or aggravated symptoms are dis¬ 
closed, and now we have pyrosis, gastrodvnia, cardialgia, flatulence with 

extreme "irrimbditv'r f elah,n S 3 ’ or S re , at distension of the epigastrium and 
Mrcme irritability of stomach, the aliments being puked or regurgitated 

or rather sputated as soon as swallowed, one or more of these aflhclions 

nromirfl 1° .' vhlcl1 , ma y be added obstinate constipation, the stools when 
procured being various, though usually of a firm consistence, of a clay or 

and fro h U v’ lhe abscnca of bi >e, or are accasionally light, Lft, 

attended with'snolp * P ° r “T ? f . undl gi sted food, and the discharges 

fimt is dry now h” “ “ d gnpmg - T ‘ 1C ski "’ ,0 °- which The 
' n l'’ r 13 no ' v beaomes L more so, or is even husky,—changes its 

t <» "« 

These are among the more customary symptoms of an aggravated attack 

si2’ e or OC an ^ WiUl ^ ab °°«»al affections, STan unt 

siness or an ache in the breast, side, the right side at first, though I have 

^inn'o" U r Olh0 , nV1S r’ ° r ■" ,he left ’ or of the head, a »d with no litife perver- 
s on or disorder of vision. As regards the complaints of the eyes^ 'ese 

ESKSlffirte- , M ° re ‘ han ° nce 1 bave seen^lhe visfon 
Not p« f • '"verted—and in one instance temporary blindness. 

ot less common is vertigo, tinnitus aurium, headache, acurn tenderness 
of the scalp, and palpitations of the heart. Now and then the nervous and 

moiTand 7 ^ i 8 i ° U8 . 1 J affected - Hysteria in females is com- 

unhed sfre^ml n? 1 ^ ‘ etan ° ld convulsioils 80 violent as to require the 

Wni S ,? eVCral person . s 10 restrain ‘ h e Parent in a paroxysm. 

a dfferentnl’p, T !" Pr ° ne ’ m SOme irlstances ’ henceforward to assume 
a different aspect. Extreme atony of the stomach, with oeneral debilitv- 

and derangement of health, sometimes takes place, especially in those of 
delicate or depraved constitutions. But in ither instances the vascular 
h«d “quick est 1 ‘ llIe ti'atnrbed, now becomes implicated, shown by a 
na ms of ibp l° n d ,l d P“}se, Hectic flushes, dry parched skin, burning in the 
iTmore ppm h ds . and soles ° f ‘he feet, clean polished tongue, or, what 

grern thirstTr° n ’,t! hC C !, n,rC ^ Ioadcd < wilh P olished tip and edges, 
great thirst, or rather a demand for cold or aoid drinks, a sense of fid 

ness and distension in the epigastric and hypochondriac regions, with ten¬ 
derness on pressure-heat of stomach and aphthous ulcers of the mouth or 
a full crop of eruptions in the face. The urfne, which in the prevfous slm 

‘“is Eeriod under- 
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fufLp'nf- 56 ’ dcp0si,in ° 3 laleriliolls or pink sediment, or is oily on the 

at first, catarrhal, gradnally simulating tubercular consumption Generallv 
however, there ts a gradual wasting of strength and emacffi pa fife 
of the lower extremtt.es, with sometimes numbness or immobility so S 
locomotion can no longer be performed, the limbs dandling L if public 

or it pursues a course of infinitely less violence occ-isinmlk- 

kdefinim U 7 iod Xa iil 7 finli\ n v’ a ' Ul 7'"' lhCSC alle ™ a,ions endures for an 

rates into a hopeless state of consfituttand d^rava^n 8 . ‘on'flds occurring" 

someiim 0Ca t, aS may haTe be ° n ilS ori S inal aspect and character, dyspepsia 
sometimes becomes exceedingly obscure, or is entirely concealed bv^tlie 

a bSCn c CC 0f ‘ ls P ecullar signs,.or disguised by the livery of some different 

o m oTmore'f ml er or, eSCr,P h° n , may P r ° C3ed ,Vom 3n ^ec,bn of some 
one or more ol other organs, which, we are presently to see from ihe «. 

tension of their irritations to the stomach, induce the dyspeptic condition 
or by the latter spreading its influence to these saL partT .hev become 
S ° r lhal , ln eilher mo(Je a complication arises of extraneous and 
somet mes of predominant symptoms. Dyspepsia, in a word is lost s'mht 
of in the prepotency of a foreign lesion. ’ Slght 

K .nmTh“‘~’ r ll® ca “ ses ° f lhis Action are such as act directly on the 

system^' oVthe'firs, 7 ' he in,menli °» of other portions of the 

system. Ul the first, among the most operative, are indulgences in eatimr 

or drinking, so ns pretematurally to stimulate or distend the stomach-^.? 

SSSiSE SSSsr i T r “j''“ w 

diseases. The most opposite' modes'ofUvin^ fuTandmirn 

the penurious and abstemious in extremes ire’ahke nm.Wi f 3 "! 5, ° r 

|l.„. examples „l ,be <SZ 2 Zi 

more especiafly to be dbduced from females in high life, cfesirous rfSS 

vmced has proved a fruitful source of gastric derangements amon. ns' 
?:Z'Z e L‘ ha !, d ? ne ’ however ' by Vitiating the whole nutritiieVo- 

flu ds ’ From 7 'h , C '. ng “ S,ate -° f cacllcx >'- “ffcchng both the* 1 solids and 
fluids. From absolute starvation, analogous, though more promnt and 
exacerbated consequences arise, of which we have sirit-.'n„ P -? pt . 
shipwrecked mariners deprived of food ?Z 7nthe eS pmel‘*£"• “ 
animals. Emptiness, in any way, proves what hSl 0 P sta ™ n S 
the “Stimulus of inanition,” as we P see in .e sudden whhl^vT ^ 

by fever. But in the case of inadequate supply, or total want of nutriment 
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s?id*i!r is> with ,he influence ° f empuness - the irritati ° n ° f hun - 

The most pernicious articles in excess, are acid, vinous, malt or snirit- 
e ?P ecial, y '» tlie shape of punch, or strong green lea or 
coffee exclusive vegetable matter, especially if it be crude or flatulent- 
or gross animal food, whether fresh or salted, or smoked—many of the 
C °TaSnp hahh, "^'V 11 ,he ,hil ? 8 s ‘Hcluded in the term dessert, 
ron,-,- g ’r b 1 ! y ’ lr "" s ’ eonduces 10 'lie same end as the frequent 
nerfniT, emelu ?: or P ur fff.'ives, or opiates and other narcotics. Tam- 
p mg, however, with any medicine or medicines, so much the practice with 

ordi e sc P o e J IC , 0f V ? ,eU ' ,lhiar = V « ^ry de.rimenta^Every ache 

or discomfort, real or imaginary, must be relieved by a recurrence to some 
supposed remedy, „I 1 finally, the powers of the slomach are worn out 
and derangements, enher functional or structural, take place. It would be 
salutary were such people constantly to bear in mind the enitanh of the 
Italian count, who fell a victim to this bad habit: P P 

“ I was well. 

Wished to be better. 

Took physic, and died 

to £ miscl,ief Pr0 Called “ le VT' 3110 " ° f lendin S i's contribution 
to mis iniscinel. Called to a case of disease of such obscnriiv tint 

distinct not,on can be formed of it, we go on groping in tlm da k^’pouHn° 

down drugs empirically or at least tentatively, till the stomach gWes wav 

and ns derangements are added to the pre-existing affection, by which a 

case is made of greater complexity, and of enhanced difficulty if cure It 

practitioner in attendance^oiffil'S^oon witMrawi sTouffihefnter 6 

Hai1 - de liberately pr£fed 
“ 11 ' vas Ul ° n,uIUtude of physicians that killed the Emperor ” 

mmmm i 
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flufnce 8 ’ Cold In ,V iDa . PPr0pria ^ ,0 ,he season - has - “'so, a material in- 

tol)e n as™'^^ r h More/however'ls 

by mechanical'pressure^affectelh^stomaclu ^^e^e^rn^from^a^ate'French 

centre like an hLZlL^Z d,SSeclio1 ? Permanently contracted in the 
enirc, like an Hour-glass, by the compression. Great mischief fmm tW 

preposierons custom has come under my own observation. Not to mention 
su^d foXnlZ ‘ , ’, I , Can conlide,ul y state, that I am habi.ua"- 
usage. y P 3 an<i lls assoclale affections, assignable to this fantastic 

° r *• ■“° r ,i » *“■». >■ r.™ 

Rv .ll purport, I must be content with a limitation. 

a vefy stout fra e , r ne?w greSS ““ *" - WcSt ’ in U,e meridia » and of 
very stout frame, I was some time since consulted, who told me that he 

:: " r ; lle «— P^cal and moral inkrmhy^hTchheJ^ 

heaT, 1 ^ f expla,n - and from having been one of the mnst 

ah ov? 1 fear CSS r f me "’ he Ilad become > ‘o use his own phrase “sick 

cin^ss muchTss sa “ ^ He C ° U ' d not present even a petilion '» 
n'n,; Jn’ I 8 , ay a word concerning it, though he had lone been a 

practising lawyer, and served much in legislative bodies. ° 

andLsYfmidmbeZn 6 6 S' ded ’ ° r lhro ' vn into tremulousness, 

11 t ° be , a ? ne at ni f ht - His appetite and digestion were gone- 

sUpaldZvds. ‘° nS 31 ‘ he P “ ° f “ le St ° mach ’ and unrelenting con- 
; n „ D -T ,he narra ,"; ve of ,lis offerings his aspect was ghastly, annroach- 

,1 ” .• a 6ffard wildness of mental distemperature. On inquiry I found 
that his consumption of tobacco was almost incredible, by chetvine snutr’ 
mg and smoking. Being satisfied that all his miser/arose from tht 
recovered 8 . Weed ’ discomi nued, and in a few 7 weeks he entirely 

even tnore 'denlorabbf 1 haV6 Se r en ° dlers ’ from lhe same cause, 

' , re ueptorable. I wo young men from the country were in succes- 

ZcU ™!l:°r, P r adviCe ’ " hom 1 r ° ,md in a S'nu/of insanity very 
resembling delirium tremens. Each I was told had chewed and 

and irhi ? )acc ° lo excess, though perfectly temperate as regarded drink 

me wa U i r aTea S rlv1nTr Pr °7 d *° b \“ farther Loum given 

nrn Jb Ti ? l,fe * adop,,n S lh 's bad practice, it grew with their 
grow th. Dyspepsia soon occurred, attended by great derangement of the 

dsoseenC?’ ^ ~ 1 bare mentioned^ But Ihave 

also . een the same condition very speedily induced. 

, ,„, hree years ag° f requested lo visit a young man at one of the 
“ lh,s cUy ! who bad been a resident in n for several weeks The 
fhat I at r pecl ° f ,he ? se 80 Slrikin e , y resembled delirium tremens 
sobriety EHTj h ‘° P tha !; aff cc'ion. But I was assured of Ids’ 

kept Ids bed for I' i , b f en br0U ? hl l ? 1,16 Present situation by having 
Kept bed for several days, under the influence of nostalgia, during 
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which period he actually subsisted on tobacco. More recently,' I saw 
quite a youth affected in precisely the same manner, owing, most unques¬ 
tionably to the exorbitant use of cigars. Both of these cases were cured 
cmelly by abstinence from this pernicious practice. 

These are the prominent occasions of what maybe termed idiopathic 
dyspepsia. As already intimated, it is, however, sometimes a sympto¬ 
matic afiection, emanating from a diseased slate of other parts—the gums 
bowels, the liver, the spleen, the pancreas, the kidneys, uterus, the brain’ 
spinal marrow, &c. 

The sympathy between the gums and stomach is illustrated more espe¬ 
cially in the painlul dentition of children, in which the latter organ often 
becomes seriously disordered. As an example of this connection, leading 
to dyspepsia, the case I shall relate may suffice. Many years a* 0 I was 
consulted by a lady from Natchez for the disease, of long continuance, and 
of a very harassing nature. Discovering that her gums were highly irri¬ 
tated, from a very bad stale of her teeth, I suspected them to be die cause 
ol the suffering, and had all the carious ones extracted, by which, without 
any medicine, she in a short time recovered. But, in a few months, bavin* ' 
• an artificial set, which being badly adjusted, was productive of much irri¬ 
tation, the dyspepsia returned with equal violence, and again ceased on the 
removal of the teeth. '1 liese being subsequently well arranged, she has 
since worn them without any recurrence of the disease. Teeth, in another 
mode, may have a similar effect, as when in such a condition as no longer 
to perform mastication. ° 

That the more ordinary disorders of all of the chylopoictic viscera, may 
be reflected on the stomach so as to produce this effect, and that even to 
functional constipation it is often owing, is well known. But occasionally I 
have seen it and ol the most inveterate character, dependent on intestinal 
strictures. In 1826 I attended, with the late Dr. Physick, a young friend 
ol mine, in one of the most inveterate attacks of dyspepsia that I ever 
encountered. Baffled in our endeavours to cure him, he went to Europe, 
and consulted there, successively, the most eminent physicians, who took 
the same view of the case. Dying, finally, in Baris, he was opened by 
the celebrated Beclard, who informed me, that the only important lesion 
was a stricture of the colon, to such an extern, that a small quill could 
scarcely penetrate through it. From strictures of the rectum, which are 
ar more common, I have frequently seen the most afflicting dyspeptic de¬ 
rangements induced, and what, perhaps, has been less suspected, occa- 
sionally, by hemorrhoidal derangements. 

Two cases, from several more which I might adduce, may adequately 
illustrate this point. My attention was particularly called, some time since, 
to that of a middle aged gentleman, who had suffered several years so 
severely from dyspepsia, that even his life was deemed in jeopardy. The 
disease was exceedingly well marked. Learning that during the whole 
time, with scarcely an intermission, he had been annoyed by painful he- 
healtli^ 3 ’ ll ' eSe " 0re removei1, anJ a, mosl immediately he recovered his 

Eien a worse case, in a gentleman somewhat younger, subsequently 
came under my care. To great emaciation and hectic irritation, were 
added a condition of stomach which almost precluded the retention of nu¬ 
triment of any description. More or less of whatever was received, soon 
returned by a sort of spasmodic regurgitation? Every evening he became 

28 * 
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Bwiinly oppressed, and was only relieved by vomiting of a very hr?e 

deposed onUmwair a f ci ^. fluil1! ~ w, “ ch > on different occasions, being 
b v - P S ait and »,t t 6 °/ "• garJen ’ this was as completely killed, as if 

proved Tf a, v es ‘T'i °" ,L C0UrSe of lr “t I could devise 

long been afflicted wid, Ser I‘ Ce ‘° ^ ‘ iU l,aving that he bad 

me^ihpv"™! 0 ^ 1 " ^ piles, a circumstance previously concealed from 
me, they were exurpated, and with the happiest effect. 

states--and “nerh^ T ^ 3P ‘ l °, bring ,he Sl0mach into dyspeptic 

s 1 r&ss ™ ,l) ’ bmi '■ 

as a “-i: 

rT=5«rwsrwa?£S 

-,^«srijs siasttssratt 

colon winch passes nearest to the stomach. These portions of the intes¬ 
tinal tube are probably in the same condition as the stomach itself or in 
other words, that the part of the digestive process assigned toTem is in" 
terrup ed, and of course essentially similar phenomena are presented 
Bj a careful observation, however, they may generally be discriminated 
INot to anticipate what I shall hereafter have to say, when treating of these" 
intestinal affections, I shall now only remark, that, in the duodenal, the 



331 


Chapman on Dyspepsia. 

imitative symptoms of gastric dyspepsia, such as oppression, <fcc., come 
on much later after each meal, or not until the food has escaped out of the 
stomach;—and that in the case of the colon, the process of faecalion is badly 
performed. J 

Complicated, however, as dyspepsia usually becomes in its progress, it 
is extremely difficult to arrive at a just diagnosis in all cases. The object 
of our inquiries, under such circumstances, should be, to ascertain whether 
the case is a primary or secondary affection, as the treatment is modified 
accordingly. Being satisfied on this point, or that the stomach is the 
original and actual seat of the affection, we are next to endeavour, as 
equally important, to determine its precise condition, how far it is simply 
irritated or inflamed, functionally or more seriously disordered. The dis¬ 
criminating signs here need not be repeated. But there are some purely 
nervous slates of the stomach which must not be mistaken for dyspepsia, 
and to these I shall now call attention. 

My intention is first to speak of what is denominated an irritable 
or sensitive stomach. Generally, there is here no great uneasiness in 
the viscus till food is taken, when pretty violent pain is at once occa¬ 
sioned, and continued in some degree throughout the digestive process, 
which is lingering. The pain may be that of heat or scalding, or tensive 
gravative or oppressive, or conslringing, in the latter instance, extending 
up the (esophagus, productive of stricture of the throat, and, at the same 
time, some^ pain is felt between the shoulders, particularly under the 
scapulae. The appetite is variable, not often, however, materially im¬ 
paired, there is no thirst, and though a tendency to constipation exists, the 
stools are not changed. Discharges of urine are more frequent, paler, 
and copious, than natural. The tongue is usually clean, and never heavily 
coated, the skin unaffected in temperature or other respects, and nothing 
is very striking in the external aspect. But whafc is very peculiar, with 
apparently such trivial suffering, a constant quemlousness prevails;—the 
temper fractious anil impatient;—the spirits alternately excited and depress¬ 
ed in quick succession, and the attention wholly engrossed in watching the 
fluctuations of the disease, from which it can be temporarily diverted only 
by the most amusing conversation, or business of the deepest interest. 
Characteristics so prominent as the foregoing, I think, may distinguish 
this from its kindred affections. 

Gastralgia, the second of these affections, seems to be essentially the 
same as the preceding, modified mainly by a more chronic condition. Be 
this, however, as it may, it is of a strictly neuralgic nature, and among its 
prominent features are the following. The pain of the stomach is occasional 
or intermittent, sometimes of great severity, darting or spasmodic, and is 
relieved rather than aggravated by pressure, and the longue is little or not at 
all changed, there is no thirst, or desire for cold or acid fluids, the appetite 
is sound, and the eating of solid food, instead of increasing the uneasiness, is 
usually palliative for the time, though some hours afierwards oppression 
is fell, and which may be followed by a cholicky affection. Long as it 
may endure, with few exceptions, no hectic irritation is experienced, and 
the strength, flesh, and complexion are preserved. Though the moral and 
intellectual condition suffers, it is peculiar to gastralgia that, on any tem¬ 
porary emission of the affection, a complete restoration, in these respects, 
takes place. These are circumstances in which it is opposed to both gas¬ 
tritis and dyspepsia. 6 
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th;U thereYs scaLelya wLridnt'™ 3 °r ‘h® , sub J ect - lo adv «‘ to the fact, 
Date-— an,I „Ci 7 painl m wluch tlle stomach does not nartici- 

fm^nsSZent its'TeC^ ° r idi ? padd ‘ a Hy affected, fZl 
to the restoration oV Lth 2 6 be rCC,ified ’ as a prerequisite 

the^hamae'r' rffe'S d 7 *P?P“ is ™inly to be derived from 

» .™"sr g ^“ c, i"r: h ”:v ir “" s , in -* 

” 2,', “it*; p"p*“' 

tained. Not uncommonly indeed * i ° r P errnanem plan of cure is main- 
practitioner is ! 5, " ld ‘ !ed ’ does il ba P pe ”. ‘hat while the regular 

everj Z by theZui-hwT'J T™?' 7 - ad °P ,ed ' al “‘ <™duc,ed in 
■ion of a counlemiling no.irmii, or oaoro'lvrolIto^M 1 by ‘ h “ '" le T S '‘ 

the practitioner of inexperience especially ° re - embarrass,n S llla n this to 
versity ofanalo,ouS rof .he e l e " al ^ ""'"g. ,l,e " ,lmber and di- 
crimination in the m nagemen,^Ttafi’fc req " ireS grealer dis ‘ 
of dyspepsia are still vaf” undefined N 0 lZ'““"T FT*"*’ 

s g "^a.” i,zts tr-’ *=bks* s 

vagnely included under the denominatio" of C dylpept" maaent ’ ‘ S ' 00 ° f ‘ en 

organic lesions of the stnmnrh nr n ,i^ n5 ’ or . l ^ e ^ ase IS connected with 
wise, and all that can be stomach or other parts, it will mostly prove other- 

Anatomical Characters l^The„{! a “ ,ate wllat cannot enlire V bB relieved. 

irritation, with some degree of vascular Litement ooh-ln °[ " CrVOl ' a 
stage, m many instances the etridpnnn ft r • e JJ ienl P r . oba bly. In the second 
most conclusive clmracter! ° f lhe 

the disease often, indeed, leaves’behmrf it ? and vlole ' u ln lts nature, 
the phenomena of chronic gastritis which as .. demanstra,ed b y dissection, 
drunkards it is not unusual we have Jen n T b<! reca P ilula ‘ ad - I" 
of the stomach smooth and’ polished;-,he rugtn^rTmVhaving 'VoenM 
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moved by the process of absorption, from the constant irritation applied 
to the mouths of the lymphatics, by the stimulus of strong liquors. This, 
which is the statement of the older writers, I presume to be the case of 
ramollescence, where the mucous tissue is softened and detached ^render¬ 
ing the other coats more or less bare and exposed. Be this as it may, it 
is, in such instances, that we generally meet with scirrhosity of the pylorus 
or cardia, or erosions or ulcerations of the texture of the stomach, and va¬ 
rious lesions of the intestines, particularly the duodenum or ilium, and with 
also, occasionally, of the spleen, pancreas, and other viscera. 

Of the pathology of dyspepsia, I have in the first place to remark, that 
two circumstances among others of subordinate importance, seem indis¬ 
pensable to gastric digestion—that the solvent fluid of the stomach be pure, 
and of adequate quantity, and that, at the same time, the organ be so 
retentive of its muscular power as to bring its parietes to embrace the ali- 
ment, and auerwards to propel the chymous product in due season into 
tile duodenum. I bus is the process mainly accomplished, and it being in 
cither respect affected, unavoidably falls into derangement, constituting 
indigestion. But aberrations in the function may differ according to the 
part ol the agency impaired. The solvent liquor being properly supplied, 
concoction goes on pretty well, though the product may linger behind, 
from a deficiency in the propelling power, and we have slow digestion, or 
conversely, the action continuing perfect, and the former wanting, the 
ingesta pass into the duodenum—sometimes, throughout the bowels,°more 
or less unaltered, even as in Iientery. But inasmuch as each part of the 
agency, the solvent liquor, and the muscular power, has a common source 
in the nerves, they are usually alike affected, and the operation in both 
respects is abnormally performed. 

Confirmatory of the preceding views, an appeal maybe made to the 
modus operandi of the causes of dyspepsia. Thus improper regimen, in 
the widest sense of the term, the abuse of medicines, especially the nar- 
coctics, including that of tobacco, the mental emotions and perturbations, 
and depressions as well as the derivative irritations from remote parts, all 
seem to act primarily on the organic nerves of the viscus, affectin'' inner¬ 
vation. ° 

Common experience, indeed, teaches that these causes directly annoy or 
disturb the stomach, vitiating appetite, and weakening the digestive energies. 
By habit the stomach may become reconciled to the influence of some of 
them, though it is oftener otherwise, and by continuance the effect, in the 
beginning slight, or transient, may be converted into the worst, and most 
enduring depravations. 

I he influence of the nerves going to the stomach, on which experiments 
show that digestion also materially depends, being interrupted, the process 
is farther disordered, and, at this stage, we have as the result acid eructations, 
flatulence, nausea, languor, and mental and corporeal inquietude, <fcc. The 
muscular power of the organ, equally proved to be controlled by the nerves, 
likewise suffers from a similar cause, and hence it is incapable of urging 
on the contents, and the sense of weight and oppression occurs. The 
stomach in fact is thrown into a stale analogous to some of the forms of 
constipation of the bowels—and which slate, indeed, may be shared by 
the whole alimentary canal. 

But this explanation, so far, regards only the early period of the dis¬ 
ease. As it advances, inflammation may occur, sub-acute or chronic_ 
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of Ihe chytti^V pathy Y hi , ch exists bct "’«n the stomach ami the rest 

uL%t y s a r„H^t laiter b r ome invoived in the «• 

nex‘t of al the 1S hvDm“lln | ay ^ d “ cove ™’ d tendc rncss of the epigastric, and 

S or'5“"' “ I "“ by LEg" 

ssss^ss-s= 

irritability or sens’ibiIitV ,vS, b ? F J a ® qmres an exquisite degree of 
its moreUn^ teSXn k™ h ° f . pasd ?° inl ° inflannSation, 

gia is constiiin2l-!lT i ?, ’ becomea ehrontc, and in this mode gastrai- 
powerand falls into extreme mrpor‘and a!™ 0 "’ ‘° SeS * mUSCUlar 
conc^usToTto wfiieM havfsf > ,l l eno,nena ; •*» impossible to resist the 
is alwor 8 ’omrmodiiaZ nf V r , me f- adver,ed ’ ,hat in d y»P«P»i« "-ere 
nections, of which the irrpmil P? slllTe lll . sease °f ‘lie stomach and its con- 

,mperfecti0DS in lhe act of di = es - 

ingly vS / L7i'?, l l br i, ng3 me 10 ‘ he trea,ment ° r ,be tiisease. Exceed- 
ed from me is to nni , S10W I' 1110 be ’ aI1 which can reasonably be expecl- 
cases!Id^ ,nore P cl 0 Zv:, COUrSe a PPT cable lbe la ^st number of 
of the disease and that wh 7 S la P es —and I begin with the idiopathic form 
review of the nrnU m 1,16 Sl0 ” ,ach 19 Primarily concerned. By a 
been verv emnP f “'‘f” 0 P ,,rsued > u ' e sbal1 9ee ‘hat, generally, it has 
As in every odier cas^lho^nlv ° f fiX ? d or . en hgluened principles, 
deduced from its natho’lnn-v n,-. • gUlde *?. lls management is to be 

it, consists of nervous irrFr’ .3 s P e P s| a, according to my exhibition of 
requires the means best pTT, "1 " S c ?mmencement, and hence plainly 
For the ■ . calcul ? lei1 to calm or remove this condition. 

use ofevery sort of inrlrn 7 r "' e S, ° n ,' ach a,one - °r forbearing the 
to endeavour m abam an.M raedlcame «*'. alld particularly of any activity, 
by a combina^n of ll, Y"* ' irrilalion ,0 ,be Verier surface 

local bleeding carried r’l" revellem means,—the chief of which are 
Pisms, vesTamries or The e , 9Ui ! 6 eX,ent ’ aml then rubefacients, sina- 
Luce pustuladmu’ Is m“"T*." 'T’” «“• 90 a9 * 
must be governed bv tliP n ni ^ . CG application of these means, we 
(Wi.ff ,, „ £ ™ Ur ” "< frrilaliou. 

view, in theory and nnnice it S corrobora,or y of the correctness of this 
tasis of ihe hritadonTakps n! ma , y 7 re,nar r ked ,hit whenever a metas- 
any other form of ennuim P 3C ?' r°- 11G f. UrP ^ e * 29 an e fflorescence or 
other and rarer form T? ' V '? ° rd '," aril y «®»ded. Nor to the 
f the disease, dependent principally on a want of 
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muscular contractility alone, from imperfect innervation, have I found this 
plan less applicable. It might, indeed, be affirmed to be more prompt and 
effectual under such circumstances. Cases without number have I known 
w.th a permanently distended stomach, and the indescribable wretched’ 
ness of tins state, which, after refusing ,o yield to every variety oTinterna 

r jSS ST 1 M * «•'Vw *&*£££%£. 

sequent remedies. An emetic, however, surely is not always demanded 
and might prove even detrimental by an indiscriminate direction The 

nTe’ P " P \ t0 Wh ,! Ch il is onl >- aila P‘ed, is such as proceedsTorn era' 
pulency, or where there are acid sordes or other vitiated secretions too 
abundant to be corrected by simple means-—and even ill. ’, 1 

not to be made to it, without a conviction that no’phlogistic irritatum^nre 3 
vat s. Determining, however, to resort to it, by genera consent pecaT 

“ ffoStl™ Cie “ Uy p ° Werful ’ and as ’ al *>> e -me Ume, P exert: 

m , as thought, some more permanent impression on the disease 
Co-operating tn the same design, clearing he primte vieitisver’v com 
mon to follow up the emetic by an efficient purgative? Me,of . ZZ' 
ledtng remarks apply with equal pertinency to this remedy. It is ended 
for only by torptd or loaded bowels, unrelenting to the mdder ayatives 
No preliminary evacuations, however, are ordinarily exacted either Z 
the general purpose being so to regulate the alimentary canal as to obviate 

i«.o j t «i, vhi,h h. i«n „„h jssSiKSihS? " ,jr 

... 

it ts one of the greatest errors committed in the treatment of this disease 
inadvertently to employ such means. disease, 

,1 /-i 0 . 0 S®" crall y. , is dyspepsia considered considered merely as a statp of 
debilitated stomach, and managed accordingly—whereas, in the earliest 
stages, it is usually associated with much irritation, often followed by 
mflammauon, though so slight, as not always readily to be recZLd 

.ha, ioS suited 6dIy a, ° niC C ° ndhi0nS ° f 1,16 Viscus ’ and « tfihese 

Diversified as is this description of articles, they have almost all been 
tried, and with various results. The vegetable bitters, especially thegen- 
tian, the columbo ’ the quassia, the hop, and the Peruvia^bark have teen 
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chiefly directed, file latter had, at one period, an indisputable reputa- 
^" , h I 0Ugh at pre . se " l . lcs3 than > perhaps, any one of the preceding medi- 
, ' ,j ‘ S P re “^ bed >n tincture, decoction, or infusion, the last answering 
nJdttion of some aromatic, as orange-peel, to render it more 
greteful My own experience, however, does not allow me to recommend 
the hark, except m one shape of the disease, presently to be noticed, much 
as has been said about it, and general as were the attestations to its effica- 
mT; Nearly always it oppresses the stomach and is sometimes rejected 
i hese objections, it is true, do not apply to the sulphate of quinine, which 
should be preferred, and may be useful. The hop and quassia I have 

Tthe case Haris'* “ le ^ ° f ' Vl " Ch ' bei "° peculiariy suiled 
Nevertheless, in my opinion, the mineral tonics evince superior powers 
and above all, the martial preparations, of which there are so man/, tliat'a 
considerable latitude of choice is allowed. The sub-carbonate or nist of 
iron is one much employed m powder or pill, with a small portion of ginger, 
or m the form of an aromatic chalybeate wine. The officinal wine, made 
,‘ h ® ■' rlSed ’ ron ’ 13 ‘ no a neat and appropriate preparation, and not 

wire wiih ,h e n Pr t l Jv y c ’ J ' geSlin ° f0r ,hree weeks - °«nces of iron 
V 0f r oran g e - p “l, in a quart of hard cider. The 

ren, m /n f t h T hydnoda “: of ,roa has - als0 - °f late, acquired considerable 
wrefe It V sus P ecl - deservedly. Yet, on the whole, I am inclined to 
prefer the phosphate of iron to all the martial preparations, given in pills 

Jha/e oTqffiffinr" 8 ^ UmCS 3 day ’ al ° Ile ' nnion'vi.h tl/sul- 

t n / !rea !t, h0WeVe r may be tbe beneflt which sometimes accrues from 
tonics, they are, for the most part, unnecessary, very often injurious es- 

nnd ) WhEn ° ng c ° n,mued ’ and ’ P robab ly. such cases may be safely, 
and, perhaps, more advantageously confided to a well ordered regimen 
occasionally interposing some gentle aperient. It is to be inferred that 
°"'“’ afler | a , tr, . aI of a fcw da J’s- making no favourable impression, are 

had m fbTe ( ° h ? case—t ? be h f nce abandoned, and a recurrence again 
had to the external means formerly mentioned. 

nST pU n a ‘ i °' tS ri T , he Si ? ple and least obdurale form of dyspepsia, is ma- 
naged in the mode I have describe,!. As the disease proceeds! howeve? 

"“cl// ® or ® T, * ,aleds “ r e‘ions, and complicated by diverse aflec! 

J . Cases of this description, particularly where the secretions are 
excessively abundant and depraved, occur, generally, in drunkards, or 

(h 2 P t G P f rS ?? S ’ W “ h an alonic state of stomach. To correct 
these, becomes highly important, since, by re-acting on the case, thev 
occasion altogether a more serious state of things. Yet, while thus ad- 
drES n 3mg P allla tives, are not to lose sight of the main design of eradi- 
cating the d.sease itself, or to forget that they are exhibited in subordina¬ 
tion, and as. auxiliary to the general treatment. 

j. Ca/diatgia.— .Among the affections to which I allude, is a vainful 
heart ' bun l> owln S 10 acidity. The quantity of acid some¬ 
times secreted or otherwise generated by the stomach, is very considerable 
W'l. effeCtS , exceedln gly afflicting. Besides heart-burn and cramps^ [ 
have known it to produce excoriation of the nharvnx the fWoif 
tongue, the month, the lips, and corrosion of the teeth.’ Effects of’this 
kind, in various degrees, are not uncommon, and in the late Dr. Poval, of 
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(his city, they were to such an extent, that, with a total decomposition of 
his teeth so that the whole of them crumbled away, he had colliquative 
diarrhoea, probably from ulceration of the alimentary tube, ultimately died 
The nature or the acid varies in different cases, though according to late 
chemical investigations, it appears most generally to be either the muriatic 
or lactic acid, and between which, there is no material difference. Effec¬ 
tual though it may be, at the lime, it will not always do to resort to an 
emetic to remove it. We have happily, however, several other remedies 
consisting mainly of the antacid and absorbent preparations. Calcined 
magnesia, in small and repeated doses, is much employed. The fixed 
and volatile alkalies, also, answer well, and are administered in different 
modes, and in the carbonated or pure states.* 

Perhaps, however, the ammonia should not be very freely given where 
the muriatic acid prevails, as a muriate of ammonia might be formed 
which is irritating in any considerable quantity. The testaceous articles’ 
as the prepared chalk and oyster shell, which sometimes are the best cor¬ 
rectives, may be objectionable for the same reasons. As a substitute, the 
ensuing mixture will answer.f 

Many years ago, a domestic remedy acquired considerable repute, and 
which it still maintains. It is ley, made by pouring a gallon of hot water 
on a quart of clean hickory ashes, and half a pint of soot, digested for 
twenty-four hours. The cure of the late Professor Physick by it, after 
every other means had failed, brought it into general use, and subsequent 
trials confirmed its efficacy. It is to be taken soon after each meal, in the 
dose of an ounce diluted—at any other lime it operating disagreeably, and 
with much less effect. But it is a harsh remedy, managed as it may be 
and from its great popularity, is greatly abused by a too general and indis- 
criminate application. 

Might not the nitrate of silver largely given, be aseful? It has a great 
atnnily lor muriatic acid, and an inert compound might probably be formed 
it is very much in this way that the alkalies operate. 

Both the mineral and vegetable acids, such are the idiosyncrasies of dis¬ 
use, will sometimes succeed in these cases when the alkalies have failed, 
the elixir vitriol I have frequently known to do so, and lemon juice, as 
well as vinegar, occasionally. It affinals me pleasure to find that, in part, 
this statement is supported by the celebrated Sir Matthew Baillie, of which 
I was not aware till recently. “ Where acidity has been particularly pre- 
valcnl in the stomach,” says he, “ I have sometimes found it more effec¬ 
tually corrected by the diluted mineral acids, than by alkalies. Ten or 
twelve drops of the diluted sulphuric or nitric acid, mixed with an infusion 
oi some bitter, and taken twice a day, will sometimes be very beneficial 
to this condition of the stomach. 

* Th° following formula I have mostly employed R. Carbonns sodte vel Carb. po- 
tass 3J, Gum orab. 3,;; Sp. lavand. comp, ; Tinct. theb. git. xx; An. font. =iv, M. 
More especially is the volatile alkali adapted to those instances where the stomach has 
lost its tone, as in drunkaids nr dclicato women, and the ensuing prescription is a rood 
on ? IT"- “■"'non. 5j; Magncs. calcin. gij; Aq. cinnam. =ij ; Aq. font. =vi, M. 
TheU . l,U n J* 01 ” 8 ® ,! mra 3) : M “K ncs - “>=• 3'j i Aq. cinnam. =ij; Aq. font. =vj, M. 

t ptThum™. P w'“u n ln e i m,,lDr " 13 ab ° Ut 1 Ublc3 ^ nfij '- "I** F" " 

No. L.— February, 1840.' 29 
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draft of milk, than by opiates or any other means. * P 

Distending the stomach with tepid water is serviceable Eouallv so 

bismuth, have been strongly advised in the interval of the paroxysms 

or 3 - Dlslressin Z flatulency, from a copious disengagement of gas fmtid 
or olhertvtse, very frequently exists, resulting either from fermentation 
f the ingesta, or a vitiated secretion of the vessels of the stomach—though 
Carmin e r ,Ve ’ U,e « »- latter" * 

currenTe I imveTeL f 6 , a ? d ,0 do awa y the ^position to its re- 

times a d™ '|I„ ‘ ?°? d from the eHxir vitriol, repeated several 

times a day, alone, or with an infusion of bark. Where it follows speedily 

~ g ’ WUh - 3 se r' s - e ° f load and °PP ress * (, n at the pit of the stomach a 

sisr ss$ ,p ~'- - “»»>■ -Si; 

ounce in a wineglass of hot w°a,eT But preS'e'to S S^femtSies 

Jij. ct mosch.’q^'s? ^ SS '' SCm ' f ' r "' Aq ‘ buI1 ‘ 3 ' r ' M '— cl col,at , adde—sacch. alb. 
da/s.* 1-11111 ' r ‘ lei COnl “ S - 3 H i- Sem - car °i 5 s3 s Sp- ardcn. ftij. To digest for ten 


Chapman on Dyspepsia. 933 

are the dinner pills, one of which to be taken half an hour after each 
meal.* 

4 . Pyrosis .—As much does pyrosis or waterhtash call for attention, 
and which is a very curious affection, commonly imputed to a preter¬ 
natural state of the pancreas, or morbid secretion of the stomach. It may 
perhaps proceed from the first, though more usually from the latter cause. 
The vessels subservient to the elaboration of gastric liquor, become disor¬ 
dered, and, in consequence, pour out this vitiated fluid to a very large 
amount. It is the latter form of it, with which we have chiefly to do at 
present. Where the discharge is very copious, the treatment may be com¬ 
menced with an emetic, and a recurrence had to it occasionally, when a 
re-accumulation of the fluid takes place to a distressing degree. Emetics 
operate probably as much by changing the perverted action of the vessels 
of the stomach, as by the evacuation of its contents. There are, however, 
some other remedies after the stomach is thus prepared for their reception. 
The whole of the antacids such as limewater and milk, the alkalies, the 
crelacious preparations, are of this description. 

No small share of confidence is also placed in opium. Cullen recom¬ 
mends it who is so sparing of praise, that what he savs of any medicine 
is entitled to great weight. Yet I have seen no more than palliation from 
it—and where spasm is connected with the afTeclion, which often happens, 
it is always demanded. The kino, the acetate of lead, the oil of amber, 
the spirit of turpentine, and the subnilrate of bismuth are all important 
remedies, and may be successively tried, if necessary—the last of which, 
however, is usually the most efficient. 

_ Palpitations of the Heart .—These on some occasions are extremely 
violent. 'I hey seem to be owing to a peculiar nervous sensibility of the 
stomach and heart, by which a slight impression from acid or any other 
irritant made on the one excites the irregular motions of the other organ. 

I emporary relief is derived from the antacids, as formerly enumerated, 
and the antispasmodics, opium, ether, Hoffman’s liquor, musk, natural 
or factitious, the oil of amber, the spirit of turpentine, and the essential 
oils. 

6. Affections of the Heail .—Cephalalgia spasmodica,- or sick headache, 
one of the most heavy of the penalties entailed on the sedentary and stu¬ 
dious, is primarily an affection of the stomach, owing to the irritation of 
morbid secretions. It recurs periodically, the pain is always frontal, and 
particularly over one or both eyes, and is preceded and accompanied by 
nausea, sour eructations, and other indications of imperfect digestion. The 
best remedies in the paroxsyms are emetics, magnesia, and the fixed and 
volatile alkalies. Not a little curious is it, that directly opposite means, 
as the vegetable acids, sometimes prove equally effectual. 1 have known a 
tablespoonful of vinegar at once to afford relief, and stdl oflener the same 
amount of lemon juice. Early in life I was tormented with the complaint, 
and the latter was my only remedy. Yet, where there is much vascular 
action, or great cerebral determination, we must resort to the loss of blood, 
generally or locally, and to a sinapism or blister to the nape of the neck. 
Drinking hard cider, every morning fasting, is a popular and very effec- 

• R—Gurn mastic. Pulv. aloes, aa 31 .; Ipecac, gr. x.; 01. carui gr. x.; MuciL gum 
arab.q. s. M. rt.prll.xx. 
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fir d ;?pe;L° sS. and most other affeciions ° f p™ ed ing 
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by assafmtida or earlick Tnml l 6< ^ 116 car bonate of ammonia, or 
and other evacuations will be proper°' VeVer ’ t0 Vascular fu,Dess * bleeding 

and baad is '“ble «o acute, 

by an exquisite tenderness cHhe scaln p ancln . a “ng> attended sometimes 
this affection may not ht.Lrto hn„T P exce , ed,n g | y enduring. Though 
accurately described it has not aim ?, rreste ^ so I ? lllc * 1 attention as to be 

treatment pursued In ibis'city °in some'insr ,10,ice - The P' 3 " of 

had failed, was, to cutthronl theim.^ ‘f’ ar,ei ; v ~ other means 

the case partakes of the nature or tic In . gumenls ’ lu | d ® r a conviction that 

affected nerve, a cure might be accomplilheT^’u^hl^ 11 '’ *7 d ‘ Vidi . ng ,be 
gree of success of the practice I csmfn. ' U ' , ' v hat was the precise de- 
little encouragement, as I do not learn tffu’it i°" g ! 1 , sus P ect il afforded 
Early adopting the notion that ‘ ■ l,as ,alel y been repealed.! 

nature, arises from b ° i,S P rccisc 

it which have come tinder my carf l ml „ Ttt' ^ ° 1,ly Cases of 
had reason to be entirely pleased tvii’hlhe result jin! by ? me ‘ ics ’ ? nd 
has been cured, in several instances i, >i* ^' en genuine neuralgia 
when proceeding irritation! Sa ' De m ° St P robably 

diseases'oTthe eyes amTmirdmil^^’ ‘‘" maintained that many of the 
a disordered state of’the clfvlopoie^llerTand T“ U -°P casionall y Prom 
Considering it primarily a nastric ,• a, I and 1 . es P ec,a Hy the stomach, 
emetics, and afterwards !a -Sfh r°?' he . d, J ects . ,he exhibition of 

other articles, to keep up a constant i„?r,?f-= tortan z ed antimony, with some 
as this hypothesis may seem on the firs, vi' 0 ” °r" ^ S,on : acb - Doubtful 
rectness in many insLces The C L ° nvinced of ha eor- 

stomach, the more we shall be enlmhi»7 i' 6 6 Ud - V ‘l 16 econ omyof the 
as to the diseases of the head T ge !7 ra , Pathology, as well 

of violent and intml abl ophthalmllh ml me 6everal easaa 

of the stomach. Accumulation. - 1 ^° uM . ,race 10 3 vitiated state 

known distressingly to disorder the head 6 am/ mr TT*’ haVe lon S been 
more painful and obstinate inflammations of?? ffeCt lbe eycs ’ ‘hough the 
I believe, been ascribed! ^ n0t hi ‘ bert °- 

them I am persuaded. Of this at Ipto >l 1 d ° eS °^ casional ly produce 
speedily relieved by vomiting, ’ l ' lerC 18 n ° doubt lba ‘ ! >>ey are 

experience, that hypo!on!ia!!l,e{!‘° D ’ . C ° nfirme , d subsequent 
mania, or depressed into the deennst mpl i, ■’f as P er a |ed even to furious 
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from ns importance, it claims a mnro . 1 ® Sl0 . m . * But S| nce, 

now give it, I shall postpone the considera”!'o^tre'suS/ml^h! 

Enghmj. ItiscTsc^Uahy dVcrem!im«°ar U c!der qU ° r Whi f” e dcrirc from New 

Practice. btCD tr,ed ,n E "S'“ d . «nd Dtik^-BcnSiagJUW, Medical 
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place—and, for the same reason, that of hysteria, diabetes, calculus, and 
some other affections having their origin mainly in imperfect digestion. 

In closing this part of the subject I have to remark that the preceding 
atlections, and especially cardiaigia, gastrodynia, pyrosis, palpitations, 
cephalalgia, tenderness and pain of the scalp, may originate in or be kept 
up by spinal irritation, or at all events, in many instances, that they are 
most effectually managed by local bleeding and counter irritation to the 
upper portion of the vertebral column—or they being, as also happens, 
more immediately confined to the ganglionic nerves, by the same means 
app ie to the epigastrium. My wish, on the whole, is to inculcate the 
important fact, that though the series of medicines mentioned are very often 
o service on these occasions, they are, at most, only palliative, sometimes 
even aggrat alory and that, with the intention of a radical and complete 
cure, the other plan of treatment must sometimes claim a larger share of 
confidence. ° 

Nevertheless, whether in its simplest form or thus complicated, dyspep¬ 
sia may prove intractable to the means hitherto suggested. The disease, 
independen t of any organic injury, seems to be so fixed and rivetted, as to 
require or its removal some more efficient process. Galvanism, with this 
'leu, has lately come forth with great force of authority in its favour, 
without, however, sufficient discrimination in the direction of it. Efficient 
at all, it is probably in those stales of the disease only, proceeding from a 
great delect of enervation, it being held to be identical with the nervous 
influence, or the most efficient stimulus to it. Blit the trials I have wit¬ 
nessed of it, amounting to no inconsiderable number, were so little encour- 
a P n ?* t* la t I have ceased to employ it. 

Experience has taught me that, on the whole, in such instances, most 
will he accomplished by an alterative course of mercury, taking three or 
our grains of the blue pill every other night, and a gentle laxative the next 
morning- one of the very best of which, for the purpose, is a wineglassful 
ol the mixture thus prepared.* 

It may suffice to mention, that mercury seems primarily to operate here 
y ohangmg ih e condition of the stomach, as well, perhaps, as that of the 
collatitious organs, on which their depravations depend. Further, let it be 
understood, that the secondary affections on whiclt 1 have commented, are 
by no means uniform concomitants on the early stage of the disease, espe¬ 
cially to such an extent as they have been represented by me, and that, as 
previously stated, seldom more than one or two of them are present in the 
same case, though 1 have seen the whole in succession, or variously com¬ 
bined. 

TiricL rhci'Vij^M ^’ Extnc ‘ t “ rax - 3 'j» Sopercarb. sods, Jss; Tart, potass, jiij; 

{To be continued.) 


29* 


0 


